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Meeting, undated: men with 
Torah scrolls and shofar. 
Jewish Federation of Las 
Vegas Records, MS-00602 
The Southern Nevada  
Jewish Heritage Project 
1. Collect oral histories 
2. Collect archival materials 
3. Digitize materials and create web 
portal to provide online access and 
discovery 
Why we do it 
The Southern Nevada Jewish Community: 
 
• Established around the 1930s 
• Transient 
• No strong tradition of preserving history 
 
= Lack of documentation, unwillingness to part with historical materials that do exist 
Photographs of the Dunes Hotel implosion, Las Vegas, October 27, 1993. The Dunes Hotel Photo Collection, PH-00281. 
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Digital Collections 
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Describing all collections 
(manuscripts, records, and oral 
histories, whether physical, 
born-digital, hybrid, or scan-
and-return) using 
Organizational changes = motivation 
(Implemented early 2014)  
• Digitization, including 
scan-and-return 
• Description in 
CONTENTdm only 
Jewish project archivist 
• Collecting 
• Accessioning 
• Arranging 
• Describing 
• Selecting for digitization 
Photograph showing an aerial view of the Mike O'Callaghan-Pat Tillman Memorial 
Bridge and Hoover Dam, Nevada-Arizona border, April 10, 2012. Jamey Stillings 
Photographs of the Hoover Dam, 2009-2011. PH-00380. 
How we do it 
Processing workflow* 
*Varies depending on complexity of collection, time constraints placed by donor, etc. 
 
1. Receive physical items 
2. Accession (archivist) 
a) Review items 
b) Assign accession number and collection number 
c) Preliminary description 
3. Scan and create metadata (digitization specialist) 
4. Upload scans and metadata to CONTENTdm (digitization specialist) 
5. Publish finding aid with links to digital objects (archivist) 
6. MARC record in online catalog and record in SC online database created along with 
finding aid 
7. Return items to donor 
 
 = online access to archival materials 
“Scanning Days” 
Community 
Member 
Oral Historian 
Archivist 
Digitization 
Specialist 
Oral Historian 
Archivist 
Digitization 
Specialist 
Community 
Member 
Photograph of Wilbur 
Clark talking on 
oversized old-fashioned 
telephone, location 
unknown, circa 1950s. 
Wilbur Clark Photo 
Collection, PH-00302 
How we get archival materials 
Oral historian is intermediary between 
archivist and community member. 
Archivist gets material directly from 
community member. Oral historian 
may provide initial introduction. 
OR 
Challenges 
Red Rock Canyon, Nevada, circa 1930s. Doris Hancock Collection, PH-0003. 
Appraisal & Donor Relations 
Photograph of Max Goot, Max Schmeling, Henry Kronberg, Harry Levy, unidentified man, and Morry Spencer, at 
Jewish Federation Luncheon at Caesars Palace, approximately 1970. Henry Kronberg Papers, MS-00718 
Paperwork 
Photograph of an unidentified man signing a document, circa 1970s. R.B. Griffith Collection, PH-
0106. 
Arrangement and Description 



Hybrid Collection 
Preservation 
Photograph of library staff, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, circa 1970s. University of Nevada, Las Vegas Photo Collection, PH-0062. 
Positive Outcomes 
• Additional collections that document 
the Jewish community in Southern 
Nevada 
– Increased access and discovery of 
these materials 
– Increased intellectual control of 
these collections 
• Building relationships with the 
community 
– General support of the Libraries 
– Increase in donations (hopefully 
of physical materials)? 
– Awareness of value of Special 
Collections 
– Increase in use of collections? 
 Photograph of the B'nai B'rith Roarin' 20s Ball, 1965.  Eileen Brookman Papers, MS-00620. 
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